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—'l'h.US.lltbomto
test its first anti-satel-

said the
test be
within two weeks.
had ordered

necessary
ﬂauonuhutudnyl
beforehand.
Speakes said the exact
date and target of the
test are classified infor-
mation.

He said the test is neo-
essary to counter a
similar system operated
by the Soviets.

have one and
they . 't want us to
have one,” Speakes said.

He said Soviets
have been notified of the

nyuu.nu'mnu
Washington Bureawu Chieaf.

rocket carried high lntc
the atm
F-15 fighter jet.

The rocket is then
launched into space.
Then its warhead,
equipped with tiny
rocket motors, homes in
on a low-orbit satellite
and destroys it by im-
pact without using ex-

ves.

missile, but nef was
an actual test against an
object in

STAR WARS
TAKING OFF
AS U.5. SETS
ROCKET TEST

lnd oommunlcatlom
satellites In Hme of war. vu'

mrchuddwolopment
funds for ASAT, Con-
gress has balked at
unl:mltod
hopes of achieving
limits on anti-satellite
weapons in the Geneva
arms talks.
such

Speakes, noting
criticiam, said the Rea-
administration be-
the test will pro-
vide “more incentive”
for the Soviets to ne
ate seriously al
space-based
“The Sovlot'mu
for many years had the
world's only operational
anti-satellite lyltem.

Speakes said.

“The United lutel
must develop its own
ASAT
order to deter Soviet
thruutous.anddued

The gvim began ex-
porlmcnth‘:: rl‘:lh. ABAT
weapons They
are belisved to have a
crude but workable mis-
sile that could destroy
some low-altitude
American satellites,




